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You are now working on the body paragraphs, and it is time to think about the Introduction and Conclusion. The Introduction is quite easy, and you can almost write it according to a formula. The Conclusion, however, will depend to a large extent on the content of your essay, and will likely be more individualistic.

Introduction

i
You need some general introductory information about the book.

ii
You need to provide a very brief description of who your 3 characters are.

iii
You need a thesis statement which outlines the content of the essay.

Read this introduction for a compare and contrast essay about the characters in the film ‘The Lord of the Rings - The Two Towers’. Though this is about a film, the same pattern can be used to write about a book. Read the paragraph and see if you can identify the three parts.

The film ‘The Lord of the Rings – The Two Towers’ was directed by Peter Jackson, and is based on the ‘The Lord of the Rings’ trilogy written by J R R Tolkien. The book comprises of a trilogy of stories, all have which have been made into very successful films. ‘The Two Towers’ is an epic saga about the fight for control of a mythical ‘Middle-earth’. A great number of characters appear in the film, and three of the most important are: Frodo Baggins, a young ‘hobbit’ who is on an epic journey carrying a golden ring; Aragorn, a descendant of a lost line of the ancient kings of men; and Legolas, a prince of the elves who is helping Frodo and Aragorn as a representative of his people. Though they are working together for the same cause, their characters are very different. This essay will illustrate some of the similarities and differences in their characters.

Now work with your partner, and write part i.
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Conclusion
There is no easy formula for the conclusion, and it is largely up to you how you approach it. You might want to simply restate the significances of the similarities and differences between the characters you have chosen, or you may decide to introduce a new significance. Whatever you do, you need to think carefully about the closing sentence.

