Chapter 1

The narrator, Josephine Alibrandi, introduces herself to readers. She is seventeen, in her last year at St Martha's, a Catholic secondary school, and plans to study law. She lives with her mother, Christina, on the top floor of an old terrace house in the Sydney suburb of Glebe. Christina works as a secretary and translator for some doctors in Leichardt. Josie and her mother have a good relationship, which includes screeching arguments and deep and meaningful conversations. Josie's Nonna (Grandma) is Italian. Christina and Nonna argue frequently. Her mother is a single parent. She had slept with the boy next door when she was sixteen. His family moved to Adelaide. He knew Christina was pregnant but didn't bother to contact her, and he is now a barrister in Adelaide.

Josie is on a scholarship at the school, which is dominated by white Anglo-Saxons. She would have preferred to go to the inner city secondary school attended by the other Greeks and Italians who went to her primary school.

Christina comes home and tells her that Italians who know her grandmother saw her driving around 'half dressed' in a car with her friends the previous week. Josie says they were coming back from the beach. Sera was driving. Her grandmother does not approve of Sera.

Josie senses her mother is upset and at first imagines she must have cancer. Then they talk and she finds out her father is back in Sydney and will be there for a year. Christina and Josephine will have to see him because he will be at her Nonna's on account of old family connections. They will have to behave normally because no-one else knows he is Josephine's father.

