Chapter 5

It is the regional schools dance. Josie's grandmother has made her dress knee length and green instead of short and black as she wanted. John goes with Ivy because it is expected. Josie dances with Jacob Coote and a few others. She hoped to dance with John Barton but it doesn't happen. Josie has to be home by midnight and Jacob Coote offers to take her. They meet Ivy and John in the car park. John tells her he wishes he could have danced with her and offers to drive her home, dropping Ivy off on the way. She has to refuse because she has already accepted the lift with Jacob.

Jacob has a motor bike and Josie feels exposed riding it in a dress. She finds out Jacob's mother died of cancer several years ago and that he lives in Redfern.

Chapter 6

Josie and her mother are at Nonna's for a family barbecue. Josie overhears Christina and Michael discussing her. Michael is saying he doesn't want to know her and that at seventeen she is too old to need a father. Christina tells Michael that her mother (Nonna) doesn't know he is Josie's father. However, Josie realises that Nonna intuitively does know.

Josie confronts her father, who tells her he has only recently learned of her existence. She makes him angry and they agree to keep out of each other's lives.

Josie talks to her mother about her father and about her mother's teenage dream to marry someone who loved her (Michael Andretti) and have four children. Christina was seventeen when Josie was born.

Chapter Seven

Josie and Christina spend Easter at Nonna's house. Josie receives things for her glory box, while she knows her friends will be getting chocolate eggs and bunnies. Josie feels her female Italian relatives are viewing her as a marriage candidate.

Josie stays with her grandmother. Nonna tells Josie about her past in Sicily. She liked talking to the boys, so when she was seventeen her family arranged for her to marry Francesco Alibrandi, a man fifteen years older than herself. Nonna's hus​band took her away from her family to Australia, where she knew no one. She cried for her family. Later she danced on the deck, but as a consequence her husband took her back down-stairs and wouldn't let her leave the cabin again. They lived in the bush in Queensland, in a shack, in contrast to the tasteful home she now owns in Sydney. Josie wonders whether one day she will look the way her grandmother does now.

Chapter Eight

Josie gets into an argument at school with a girl called Carly Bishop, who talks in a derogatory fashion about 'wogs'. When she hints about Josie being illegitimate, Josie hits her with a science book.

Carly claims her nose is broken and her father appears at school, threatening to sue. They are in the Principal's office. Mr Bishop insists that Josie get a lawyer. On the spur of the moment, Josie calls her father. To Josie's surprise, he comes, and after extracting the story from an uncooperative Josie, rapidly sorts out the problem. As they walk out, Josie admits to a feeling of pride in having a father: 'It was a great feeling.'

Chapter Nine

Christina wants to go out with a man from her work, Paul Presilio. Nonna worries about what people will say. She announces that she knows that Michael Andretti is Josie's father. When Josie objects to Christina going out, fearing Paul wants to 'settle down', they argue. Josie has made meatloaf for tea but she is so angry she throws it down the sink. Christina goes out anyway. Later, she informs Josie that she had a good time.

Chapter Ten

Greg Sims, an obnoxious boy who used to be Josie's next door neighbour, comes into McDonalds with his mates. They are rude and are not planning to pay for their food, but when the police arrive they have to pay. Josie smiles in victory, so Greg and his mates wait outside until the night shift finishes. It is turning into a nasty situation, with Sims physically assaulting Josie, when Jacob Coote arrives and beats up Sims. Jacob takes Josie home on his motor bike and invites her to go out with him, though he refuses to meet her mother.

Chapter Eleven

Josie makes friends with her mother again a week after their argument, and asks permission to go out with Jacob Coote. This leads to a discussion of sex, AIDS and condoms. Josie takes a very modern view, shocking her mother somewhat.

Chapter Twelve

Nonna and Josie look at Nonna's photos. There is a picture of the shack where Katia lived when she came to Australia, a photo of her as a beautiful young woman, the unsmiling photo of her husband, and one of Marcus Sandford, who had been her friend. This man comforted her when she learnt of her parents' death, and helped her to make a garden while her husband was away cane-cutting. Her husband was jealous though and trampled the garden. Nonna's sister Patrizia arrived, six months pregnant, with her husband Ricardo. Often there were just the two of them, alone in the bush.

Chapter Thirteen

Josie carefully dresses for her date with Jacob Coote. But he turns up in old jeans and a holey jumper and grunts at her mother. Josie is furious. When they get to the pictures, they can't agree on a film. Josie accuses him of deliberately upsetting her mother. He calls her 'an ethnic girl' and tells her to go back to her own country. She runs out of the theatre.

On her way home, she is picked up by Michael Andretti, who takes her to get a pizza. He listens to her problems with Jacob Coote and John Barton. He finds out she is working at McDonalds and offers her a job working for him on Saturdays. She asks him what he thought Christina had done seventeen years ago, and he says he expected abortion. When he tries to tell her that he doesn't know if he would have come back (had he known Christina had gone ahead with the pregnancy), she tells Michael he would have.

Josie tells her mother about Jacob and Michael. She hopes Jacob will ring to apologise, but he doesn't.

Chapter Fourteen

Josie meets John Barton and they go to a coffee shop. He tells her he doesn't want to live any more. He says his father loves him when he wins, in academic competitions, sport, and at school, but hates him when he loses. John feels he has no life of his own. He tells Josie he doesn't believe in God. Josie wonders for a moment if life is just a pointless exercise, but decides it isn't. She suggests they write their feelings as a sort of therapy (something her school is doing) and exchange them. She suddenly wishes for the simpler world of Jacob Coote.

Josie goes to confession, though she has little to confess. Sera's confessions are much lengthier. Sera mocks her as a virgin, but Josie takes a determined line on chastity. 

Chapter Fifteen

The girls go to Harley's, a cafe. Jacob appears, to Josie's embarrassment. Later, Lee and Josie go off together. They talk about Lee's father's drinking problem and Lee's theory that people are stuck in the social group they are born into, and never escape from their own kind. Lee predicts that Josie will marry Jacob and have lots of children. She says he is the only one who won't put up with Josie's melodrama. Suddenly, Jacob appears at the bus stop and sits next to Josie. He apologises, kisses her, and they arrange to meet the next day.

