Looking For Alibrandi

EAP 2005


Character Studies - Describing Personality Traits

A. Match these adjectives that describe personality and their opposites 

1. discontented 

2. domineering 

3. loud/brash 

4. extroverted 

5. confident 

6. sarcastic 

7. cynical 

8. charming

9. artificial

10. spirited 

11. resilient

12. quick-witted 

13. brash 

14. volatile  

15. well-educated 

B. Write sentences describing Josephine's personality: 

In terms of her personality, Josie is ________________, ________________ and 

____________________. For example, ___________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ .

C. Comparing and Contrasting 2 Different Characters
When we compare people in a book we not only talk about their personalities but we also often talk about their backgrounds, values and hobbies, etc:


Exercise:

1) In Looking for Alibrandi, ___________________ & _________________ share experiences. For example, 

2) In Looking for Alibrandi, ___________________ & _________________ have similar backgrounds. For example, 

3) In Looking for Alibrandi, ___________________ & _________________ enjoy the same pass-times. For example,

4) In Looking for Alibrandi, ___________________ & _________________ have conflicting/different values. For example,

5) In Looking for Alibrandi, ___________________ & _________________ have vastly different backgrounds. For example,

6) In Looking for Alibrandi, ___________________ & _________________ enjoy different things. For example,

D. Comparing and Contrasting 3 Different Characters
Now it should be easy to write a sentence comparing 3 characters. (This might be appropriate for a topic sentence. Of course, do not write ‘&’ in your essay!)

7) In Looking for Alibrandi, ___________________ & _________________ have similar backgrounds, however, ___________________ ‘s is vastly different. For example,

8) In Looking for Alibrandi, ___________________ & _________________ enjoy the same pass-times, whereas ___________________ enjoys different things. For example,

9) In Looking for Alibrandi, ___________________ & _________________ have conflicting/different values, yet ___________________ ‘s values are similar to ___________________ ‘s. For example,

on the other hand             

while              

though
cautious, anxious, nervous


content


dull


even-tempered 


ignorant


indifferent


introverted


modest


naive/innocent


natural


placid 


reserved


softly spoken


trusting


vulnerable








Things people may not have in common:





They have conflicting/different values.


They have vastly different backgrounds.


They enjoy different things.








Things people can have in common:





They share (have the same) experiences.


They have similar backgrounds (families).


They enjoy the same pass-times.











