Discussion 1: Education

Opening the discussion. After the members introduce themselves, they choose a topic.

1. Who chooses the topic? ______________

2. Who begins the discussion? ___________

3. How does he begin? (What discussion point does he use to begin the Education theme?)

______________________________________________________________________

What two things does Jim suggest should be changed? Why?

1. ______________________________________________________________________

2. ______________________________________________________________________
The Discussion. After this opening discussion point, the speakers introduce three or four more discussion points related to the education theme. List these points with a few notes about what they talk about. 

1. ______________________________________________________________________
2. ______________________________________________________________________
3. ______________________________________________________________________
4. ______________________________________________________________________

The characters. The characters talk about their dreams and goals, and the extracurricular activities they do. As you listen, take some notes about each character.

Sophi


Dreams and goals:  __________________________________________________________


Extracurricular activities:  _____________________________________________________

Kay


Dreams and goals:  __________________________________________________________


Extracurricular activities:  _____________________________________________________

Jim


Dreams and goals:  __________________________________________________________


Extracurricular activities:  _____________________________________________________

Dan


Dreams and goals:  __________________________________________________________


Extracurricular activities:  _____________________________________________________

Answer Key

Opening the discussion. After the members introduce themselves, they choose a topic.

Who chooses the topic?  Jim
Who begins the discussion?  Jim
How does he begin? (What discussion point does he use to begin the Education theme?)

Two things he would like to change at Obirin

What two things does Jim suggest should be changed? Why?

Facilities –wants coin lockers to store his books in overnight, particularly for his dictionary.

No compulsory courses – thinks students should be able to choose their own courses, wouldn’t choose computer literacy. Likes to learn by doing. Would learn excel by making a person budget, for example
The Discussion. After this opening discussion point, the speakers introduce three or four more discussion points related to the education theme. List these points with a few notes about what they talk about. 

1st point (same as above) – changes at Obirin, improved facilities, no compulsory courses
2nd point – ways of learning (Jim mentions learning by doing as part of compulsory courses discussion)
3rd point - Extracurricular activities – each member discusses the extracurricular activities they are involved in
4th point – purpose of education – discover what you want to do, things you are interested in (Jim and Dan), prepare for a career (Sophi and Kay)

The characters. The characters talk about their dreams and goals, and the extracurricular activities they do. As you listen, take some notes about each character.

Sophi


Dreams and goals:  wants to be an actress


Extracurricular activities:  acting club, 

Kay


Dreams and goals:  want to be a successful businesswoman, start her own company


Extracurricular activities:  no activities, is very busy at school

Jim


Dreams and goals:  doesn’t know what he wants to do


Extracurricular activities:  kendo, modern jazz society

Dan


Dreams and goals:  likes literature, wants to be an English teacher


Extracurricular activities:  English society

