Understanding Newspaper Headlines

Newspaper headlines use special grammar. Knowing the rules makes it easy to understand the headlines. 

1) Headlines often contain a noun phrase with no verb. 

Example: 

Right time to go

China's gifted 'superchildren' on a fast track to success

Bank under fire for free service
2) Various verb changes

· Simple tense is used instead of continuous or perfect forms 

Example:

Gamba: Bando strikes again

Huge wildfire nears homes in Southern California

· The infinitive form refers to the future

Example:

NYT editor to join talks on state of journalism today

41 countries to unify patent approval principles

· Be verbs are dropped in the passive form

Example:

Abe elected prime minister

Child molester sentenced to death

Remembering 9/11: Bobby Valentine

3) Articles are usually dropped. Look for examples in the headlines above. 

