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Education and learning, Page 12

What they learned at school

Listen to the conversation again. Fill in the missing words.

Carol: Well, I went away ___________ when I was seventeen. I’d never lived away from my parents before, and I was really looking forward to it. But I was also _______ because I was leaving my friends behind, and I didn’t know anyone when I first arrived. I lived in a really big dormitory and shared a room with_____________ girls. I guess the thing I learned most was how to get along with others – you know, how to respect other people’s opinions and property – stuff like that. At home I’d always had my ____________. This was the first time I’d had to live with other people in the same room.

We were all really different – I mean, our personalities and lifestyles were completely opposite in some ways! Anyway, at first it really caused __________, but we learned how to get along living in those tight quarters. Three seventeen year-olds living in one room – can you imagine? I’m surprised we survived at all.

Michael: I think, for myself, the hardest thing was learning how _______________my own time better. I used to stay up late watching TV a lot, didn’t eat well, often went to class unprepared and things like that. My grades were really suffering and I could hardly keep my  ______ open in class. It was a drag! Somehow, midway through semester, I changed and started to do well.

Organizing my time was a  _______ challenge. In high school, I didn’t have to worry – I had the same schedule every day, and at night my parents were pushing me ______________. But it’s different when you go away to college. You have to learn to take responsibility for your actions. No one is going to tell you what to do. You have to figure it out yourself.

