Reasons To Attend College     Supporting Your Opinions 

Reading Activity 

1) Study the examples of how to support your opinions below.

	Support with an/      Example 

	Women who delay going to college give many reasons for putting it off. For Debbie Pickford, it was a money issue. Others cite a lack of child-care programs. Marie Pellegrino thought she might be too old. 




	Support with a /      Statistic 

	At the same time, men were more likely than women to believe they could get a better job without college degrees. And men were more positive about the work they were doing: 51 percent of men called their work a "career" rather than a "job," compared with 26 percent of women. 


	Support with an/      Expert Opinion

	Pamela Haag, a senior AAUW researcher, also pointed to American University in Washington and Smith College in Northampton, Massachusetts, for model programs that encourage mid-career enrollments. Such programs offer flexibility and special counseling, she said. "As there are career changes and other transitions, there may be an element of necessity of being a student throughout one's life," said Haag




	Support with an/      Explanation 

	The single biggest deterrent to attending college, however, was money. Both sexes said it was a problem, but women in all three categories were more likely than men to be concerned that their credit card-debt and lack of college aid would keep them out of school. 




2) Using the examples above, can you label the supports below 

	Support with an/        

	There are many reasons for my decision to attend Frontier Community College. For example, I wanted to create a positive atmosphere for my family so I would become a better role model for my children.




	Support with a/      

	For instance, only 57 percent said it was important to "be respected by others," while 

the same proportion indicated that "making contributions to society," was important.




	Support with an /   

	According to Kanagawa prefectural police, Takeshita shot Madoka Yokoyama, 37, in front of a convenience store in Sagamihara, Kanagawa Prefecture, at around 11:30 a.m. Yokoyama is believed to have ties to an organized crime group affiliated with the Kyokuto-kai syndicate. Takeshita belongs to the same group.


	Support with a /  

	The similarities between ‘Kimba, the White Lion’ and  the Lion King were striking. Both were coming of age tales set in Africa starring young lions who have regained their thrones after their father has been killed. 


3) Read the paragraph and answer the questions. 

To get a better job is an important reason to attend University. If people go to University they can obtain qualifications that will be recognized by employers. Employers like to employ University students with qualifications because it shows that the students are hardworking, organized, intelligent and disciplined. Moreover, it is well known that if you attend a good University you can get a better job. For example Wasada in Japan, Oxford in England or Harvard in America, are all considered, by employers, to be the best Universities. Consequently, these Universities are very popular and every year many students apply for these Universities graduating from these Universities will help them in the job market. In my case, I won’t graduate from one of the top Universities but I know I will be able to get a good job when I graduate. If I didn’t go to University perhaps I would be working in a pachinko parlor all my life. That's the reason I attend University. Finally, a recent survey, conducted at Obirin University, showed that 68% of students attend University because they thought it would improve their job prospects. For these reasons, I think many students study hard at University so that they can get a better job when they graduate. 

1) Identify the topic sentence and underline it.

2) Identify the supporting sentences, how many supports  are there? Underline them using a different colored pen for each one.

3) Identify the concluding sentence and underline it.

4) Write the type of support (explanation, statistic etc), and the key words that tell the reader what type of support it is in the diagram below.   

	Topic Sentence
	---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

	Support 1
	---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

	Support 2 
	---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

	Support 3


	--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

	Support 4
	--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

	Concluding

Sentence 
	----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Answer the following questions 

1) Examine the topic sentence, how does the writer make the topic sentence answer the question?

2) Examine support 1, what kind of support is it? 

3) Examine support 2, what kind of support is it?

4) Examine support 3,what kind of support is it?

5) Examine support 4, what kind of support is it?

6) In which support does the writer use ‘I’. Why does the writer use ‘I’ only here?

7) Compare the paragraphs you wrote to this paragraph below. What can you do to improve your paragraphs? 
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