 L3 – Sample Persuasive Essay



WRITE YOUR NAME

America Should Abolish the Death Penalty


During the past twenty years, most democratic countries, including England, Australia, France, and Germany, have abolished the death penalty. America, however, still uses the death penalty and has been executing more than 50 criminals every year. According to the Bureau of Justice Statistics (1), the United States executed 53 people in 2006. Only four other countries China, Iran, Pakistan, and Sudan executed more criminals than the United States (2). America must reconsider its use of this outdated punishment. The death criminal penalty is cruel, often imposed unfairly, and in the end serves no useful social purpose. 

The death penalty is a cruel punishment, and may be considered a kind of torture. Although some methods of execution such as lethal injection are said to be painless, other methods like hanging and the electric chair most certainly cause pain. Moreover, because criminals often wait for years before the death sentences is actually carried out, the waiting period becomes a kind of psychological torture. 


When the death penalty is used often, it is almost certain that a few innocent people will be executed. The National Coalition Against the Death Penalty (NCADP) (3), a group trying to abolish the death penalty in the United States, reports at least 123 people who were sentenced to death were later released when new evidence showed that they were innocent. According to Bedeau and Radelet show that 23 innocent people may have been executed since 1972 (4). Ramsey and Frank conducted a survey with 798 justice professionals such as police, judges, and lawyers in Ohio: Respondents think that wrongful felony conviction occurs in their own jurisdictions in .5% to 1% of all criminal cases, and in the United States in 1% to 3% (5).

People in favor of the death penalty argue that it saves money. They argue that we should not waste our tax money by saving keeping murderers in prison for life. In fact, because of the extra trials, and appeals to a higher court which are necessary for a death penalty case, the death penalty is more expensive than life in prison. According to NCADP (6), it costs about 1 to 3 million dollars to execute a criminal, but only about 500, 000 dollars to keep a criminal in prison for 40 year. It is also not true that the death penalty discourage people from committing terrible crimes. Countries which have the death penalty do not have fewer murders than countries which have abolished it. In fact they usually have more murders (7, p.135 - 137). 


It is natural for us to feel anger toward people who commit terrible crimes. In our hearts, we may want to punish the worst criminals with death. However, I believe our society will be better if we think calmly and rationally about this matter. There is no good reason to continue the death penalty. We should replace the death penalty with life in prison. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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