Level 3: Essay Writing – SAMPLE Outline


(Tentative) Title:  America Should Abolish the Death Penalty
Paragraph 1 (Introduction)

· Thesis Statement

America must reconsider its use of this outdated punishment. 
Paragraph 2 (Body 1)

· Topic Sentence

(

) The death penalty is a cruel punishment, and may be considered a kind of torture. 
· Evidence (Example/Fact/) I am planning (or hoping) to use

Explain the physical and psychological (mental) pain of the punishment.

Hanging, electric chair, waiting for many years, etc.
Paragraph 3(Body 2)

· Topic Sentence

(

) When the death penalty is often used, it is almost certain that a few innocent people will be executed.
· Evidence (Example/Fact/) I am planning (or hoping) to use

NACADP (website) – 123 People were released as they found innocent later.

Bedeau & Radelet (journal article) – 23 who were killed might have been innocent.

Ramsey & Frank (journal article) – Many justice professionals feel .5 – 3% of wrongful conviction.
Paragraph 4(Body 3) 

· Topic Sentence

(

) It does not save money and discourage people from committing terrible crimes. 
· Evidence (Example/Fact/) I am planning (or hoping) to use

NCADP(website) –  $1 – 3 million/execution, $500,000/40 years in prison 

Amnesty International (web site)

Paragraph 5: Conclusion

· A sentence to stress the importance of your thesis statement (but do not just repeat the same sentence.) 
There is no good reason to continue the death penalty.  

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

· Counter-argument (This may be mentioned in Introduction or Closing. You may also develop it as a support to your essay if you can refute this argument as was done in the Sample Essay on death penalty. )    

Death penalty saves mone.

Death penalty stops people from committing serious crimes. [image: image1.png]



